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Stars at Happy Canyon (5') for Wind Ensemble.  The

piece is about an area south of Denver, Colorado special to the

composer.  It is calm and beautiful with few traffic lights and removed

from the busy areas of nearby cities.  Nestled in the forest and

surrounded by mountains the stars are exceptionally visible and bright.

The music reflects the calm beauty of the canyon and the powerful

natural landscape.  

         For performers, focus on the fluidity of the musical lines, creating

large lush dynamic swells, and colorful/bright ornamentation.  Have

several mallet types (brass/rubber, soft-hard) ready for the orchestral

bell player.  References about love and cookies are written into the

clarinet line (*).          
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