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Contrapunctus I, The Art of Fugue BWV 1080 302" for 4-part flex band.

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 —1750) was a German composer and musician of the Baroque period. The
Art of Fugue, BWV 1080, is an incomplete musical work of unspecified instrumentation (but likely
keyboard) by J.S. Bach. Written in the last decade of his life set of compositions is the culmination of
Bach's experimentation with monothematic instrumental works.

The full work consists of 14 fugues and four canons in D minor, each using some variation of a single
melodic subject, and often structured to increase complexity. "The governing idea of the work", as put by
Bach specialist Christoph Wolff, "was an exploration in depth of the contrapuntal possibilities inherent in
a single musical subject.” The fourteenth fugue is incomplete, and it is unknown if the piece was lost or
never completed. The word "contrapunctus” is often used for each fugue.

This arrangement has intentionally few dynamics and articulations as is consistent with the original
manuscript. It is encouraged to let students discover phrasing and natural dynamic contour as well as note
shapes to find the most appropriate interpretation.

Instruments
Woodwind

Piccolo

Flute

Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Oboe

Bassoon

Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

Brass
Trumpet
Horn
Trombone
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* The tempo can be played slightly faster for phrasing purposes
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